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A MOTHER'S LETTERS TO A DAUGHTER

OXN

WOMAN SUFFRAGE.

1.
My DeAR DAUGIHTER :

You ask me what I think of the modesty and sense of a
woman who can insist, in these days, that she i1s not sufliciently
cared for in public and in private, and who wishes to add the
duties of a politician to those of a mother and housekeeper.

This 1s a Lwge question to ask, and a still larger one to
answer by letter; but since you have a clear and thoughtful
head of your own, and we are widely separated just now and
unable to converse together as in times past, I will see what
can be said by pen and paper for just the woman you have
described.

And let me begin by asking you the meaning of the word
politician.  Having consulted your dictionary, you reply, “One
who is versed in the science of government and the art of gov-
erning.”  Very well.  Now who is thus versed in the science
and art of governing, so far as the family is concerned, more
than the mother ot it? In this country, certainly, the manners,
the habits, the laws of a houzehold, are determined in great
part by the mother; o much so, that when we see lying and
disobedient children, or coarse, untidy, and ill-mannered ones,
we instinetively make our comments on the mother of that brood,
and declare her more or less incompetent to her place.

Now let me suppose her to be one of the competent ones
who, like your Aunt E., has helped six stout boys and four of
their quick-witted sisters all the way from babyhood up to man-
hood and womanhood, with a wizdom and gentleness and pa-
tience that have been the wonder of all beholders—and let us
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1 A MoTHERS LETTELRS TU 1 DAUGHTLER

think of her as sitting down now in her half-forsaken nest, calm,
thoaghttul, and matured, but fre<h ]wr'ﬂ:uiing a5 ever she
was, and stretehing out by her=yvimpathies in many direetions after
the voungling=< who have gone each to a :-i[i[*{ri:li toil, and what
wonder it she finds it hard 1o realize that she is unfitted cither
h}' nature or education tor the work ot Low nmking, on a broader
and larger scale than =he has ever yet tried.

1er youngest boy, the ]-ruuiw-ml sauney one of the crowd,
has just attaine J his gority. we will say, and declaims in her
h'l' L ”]'r ()1 I]H‘ “H'Unlil"l.'[i “{L"UI Woorlbke<rl [U‘\HIE‘“I!]L h“lll Il(]!”‘b’
o the masculine element in polities, and the danger to society
if women are not cavefully guarded from eontact with its rougher
clements—and I scem to see her quict smile and slichtly curl-
g lip, while i memory she runs back to the years when =aid
stripling gathered all he knew of laws, country, home, heaver,
and carthy at her knee—=and as for soiling contacts, oli! my
son, who tanght you fo avoid these, and first put it into your
curly little head, that evil communieations corrupt good nian-
mers, anda that =aoman eannot touek piteh,y except he be defiled.””

I have taken the bull by the horns, you ln’:i'i't'!i.'(f_. i thus
taking our mother from her quict country home and setting her
by imagination among the legizlators of the land s—Dbut 1t 13 just
as well, beeanse the pracueal end of sufirage is, notv eligibidity
to oflice merclv, but a lareer use of this privileee than most
women have ever vet ih!':llllL‘ti of, much less Lluauuf

_[ ]u_?l]u_,jr ln, the ‘n..u that "-.uu lizive not furrrmuu liw lnnn-
swerable ar wiment nt 1[1‘ J'Lit-:ulu_‘, (:eneral jhl[L'} on * What
constitutes the citizen,” which we rewd together some years
since.  If it 1= ot fresh In your mind, pli"h{, rewd it again, be-
Cau=C No Wolli nu"h[ 1o hc} 1~nm ant or unmindful of her rela-
tions to her Oy L 1*unu-ut. or of her 1‘1ﬂ'hh and duties under l{ in
times like T.lu'-t'., expectally, when our country 15 forming 1[*-LH
Anew, a8 it were, amd nee s all the wisdom and ~11‘L1iﬂth she
can gather hum CYCTY (uarier.

Aml now she is there, we will sayv, in the legislature of our
State—a ln'rh-mmdnl woell-bred woman sy one who, amiud all
her cares, has never failed to read the NCWSPAPETS More or less,
and to keep alive her mterezt in the prosperity ot her country,
whatever the elidms of” hier numerous family.  She is one, too,
who has not had the assi-tanee of wealth in doing all this ; she
15, as you know, straicht from the rural tha[uub, a genuine
farmer’s wife. But she has more leisure now than a]lE once
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ON WoMAN SUFFRAGLE. 9

had. and with it there comes a lon2ine for change, for more
cultivated  socicty, tor reercations and diversions =uch as her
hllr—'-}' hours have scldom aftorded her; and jll.-t[ 1AW, !_1-_1.' the
unanimous vote of her townspeople, she s sent to our glorious
old ITub. to spend the winter in considering what the Common-
wealth ot Maszachusctts shall do this year, by legislation, for
the public sood.

She enjovs right well the prospect of ten or twelve weeks
spent at the metropoliz, where she may refresh herselfy in the
intervals of business, by the musie of the Great Organ, and
where she may command libraries and means of culture hitherto
quite bevond her reachs and in whose busy Life she may study
human character ad human activities under new aspeets, which
are of great interest to her matured and thoushttul mind.

Having secured o home not far from the old State Iouse,
she sccks the Asse ambly Room and meets there gentlemen trom
all parts of the Stute—farmers, merchants, and mechanies, phy-
sicians, teachers and ministers, lawvers and bankers, and they
oo into debate on such questions as these: Shall onr deat mutes
be educared at home, or in the Institution at Hartford, as here-
tofore?  What of the ceonomies of our past practice, and are
there better methods of H‘:lIIiiH;‘ than thos¢ instituted there?
State Prizson—shall the discipline be penal mercly, or reforma-
tory? the in:titution sclf==upporting by a svstem ot rigid ta-ks,
or partially supported Ly the State ? what punizhment <hall be
allowed, what relicions and moral instruciion furnizhed, and
what sanitary 1'4:"u.l ions enforeed z The ]nuhllumn law—h:s
1t pmu-tl el ads ipted to the suppression of intemperanee? are
its provizions enforeed, and why not?  Is a special Leense I.uv
better adapted to the desired end, or is there any thing which
human mgenuity can devise that shall arrest the spread of in-
temperance over the kind? - The =chiool for juvenile offenders—
is that managed judicious<ly? Iere obviously the great aim
should be reformation,  Is a svstem of rew ards or punr-lmn 1nts,
or both togcther, best adapted to that end?  Should boys *md
girls be associated in the same buildines and classes, and for
what length of time =hould they be retained for improvement
betore sending them out again nto =ocicty ¢ Indowmentx for
colleges and other educational institutions, supported in whole
or in part by the State: Shall these be contined to institutions
designed exclusively for men, or shall they be applied equally
to the education of both sexes? Taxation—how apportioned ?
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6 A MOTHER'S LETTERS TO A DAUGHTER

What interests can best bear heavy taxation, and is any further
legislation needed to sceure the right of representation to all
who are taxed?  Prostitution—=zhall it be licensed as in the old
countries, or left to itsclf, or subjected to severe penalties? Di-
vorees—by whom granted, and for what cause, and upon whit
condition=?  Common schools, und high schools, and the whole
system of State education; insane asylums, poor-houses ,Jui-
and many other institutions of modern eivilization :—in all
these objects, you will perecive, our mother has a deep and in-
telligent interest, and it 1s not diflicult to imagine the warm,
even enthusiastic energy with which she will give herselt to
the discussion of’ the questions involved—some of them the hich-
est that can come betore a body of legislators,

If you say, There are other State interests with which <he
is less familiar, I reply, No one legislator is prepared by his
previous habits of business and thought, to deal intellicently
with all the questions that may come before the Iouse, or is
expected to; committecs are appointed for specialtics, as you
know, and compozed, or they ought to be, of those whose ¢du-
cation and training have fitted them for that special nvestiga-
tion.

Our mother will have her hands full if she should scrve on
the Committee of Charitable Institutions alone; and none can
do better service there than such a wise, prudent, affectionate
care-taker as she las ever been. And I could name to you
one lady who might be called to sit on the Judiciary Comunit-
tee, and help to trame and modify the laws without diseredit to
herself or to the Committee.  She is Miss W. of , of whom
you have heard your father speak as a well-read lawyer, and
the very able oflice partner of' her father, Judge W ; and
there is many a woman now-a-days whose counsel m the mat-
ter of framing laws ought not to be despized. She need not
HEEEE"EEI-.I‘H} perfect herself in the technicalities of a legal cdu-
cation, though some would like well to do that, no t[uulﬂ; 3 pro-
fessional ;_-;uulleLu are generally called upon now by commit-
tees at their need; but she can bring a clear, practical, and
experienced head and sound heart to the help of many a vexed
question.  And as to railroad bills and management—would
that she micht have a voiee there; you may be sure that all
charters would contain provisions for the comfort and safety of
passengers, and the holding of all officials to a strict responsi-
bility for negleet of duty.
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And so in all matters pertainine to merchandise and business,
which fairly come under state jurizdietion ; it is late in the day
to assert that women know nothing ot these  things, and could
not learn 1t they should try. There are 100 m: any honest and
succes=ful women-traders, artists, and littérateurs in ev ery city
of the land, and too many men dependent in whole or in part
upon their earnings, to give a show of color to such as=ertions—
to =ay nothing of a whole city full of Puarisian women, who
have for years demonstrated that the delicious feminine graces,
which the world of men are so feartul of losing, are in no dan-
ger of being driven out by the practice of honest industries.

On the whulu then, my dear, you begin to perceive that my
mind receives no shock when I am char aed with the erime of
desiring to meddle with polities, and to educate my daughters
as well as my sons to take an intellicent, and, it need be, an
active part in the government of their country ; and I am con-
vineed that these =ons will not tail ere lone to be the first to
recognize the propriety and wisdom of such a course on my
part. The trath 1z, that one celiuef reason why young men op-
pose the extension of suffrage 18, that their sense of true gal-
lantry, their desire to shicld and proteet, is violated by thedr
conception of the probable result of a woman’s going to the polls.
This is certainly a mizconeeption.  Every woman knows in her
own heart that she does not hold her purity and delieacy sub-
Jeet to injury by such cause.  We know that we have never
entered any precinet, however vile and debased, without carry-
ing something of that God-given power of womanhood—aof
motherhood—with us, which is a greater proteetion against in-
sult and contamination than all the shields that man can devise*
But we ought not to blame men too severely for their reluct-
ance to relinquish this oflice of protector and guardian, which
custom has so Jong laid upon them as a high duty and privilege.

In the days '.'.]n ‘n physical forees ruled 'Ehﬁ world, men might
naturally offer, and women receive with thankfulness, the pro-
teetion of a strong arm, and become gluatl_} dependent upon 1t,

- TS PRy —— — S—

* lllll.'.r thL pu-t Ll tbbe savs of "'nII-:- Iry, [hl_, w LIl Lnuu n philanthro-
I}lat —
Onee T helield o wite, a mother o
To gloomy scenes of wretchedness and woe,
She souerht her way throuch all thinges vile and base,
And made a prison a relizions place
Fighting her way, the way that angels fight,
With powers of 1111an-a to let in the lizht.

Harvard University - Collection Development Department. Widener Library. HCL / 003056433_HUL-METS



5 A MOTHER'S LETTERS TO A DAUGHTER

without serious harm to cither sex; but in the day of moral
forees 1t is quite otherwi=e.  This day has come upon us, how-
ever, =0 silently, so gradually, that we ourselves have scarcely
recognized that we are now near 1ts noon-tide: Lhow then can
our tuthers, brothers, and husbands, be expected to feel its
quickening clow wnd inspiration? IT. may secm to them a con-
suming heat, thoueh to me it is delicious w armth, pure air,
God’s own blue =ky, and Ilis benignant smile over all.

But I mus=t stop here and wait your reply, since on your ac-
ceptance of my views thus far stated will depend the courage
and enthsiasm with which I shall proceed to develop further
my thought on the whole matter of the relation of the sexes to

each mhur and to government. I confess that I have a philoso-
phy of the past and a huln for the future that gives me much
peace of mind and satizfaction amid the 11mplL:~..m;_.=; uand  often
heated discuszions which fill the land, and it would give
me great pleasure to try my theories first upon you, betore
committing myself to their defenee before other tribunals.
Morcover, I am persuaded, contrary to the judgment of many
carnest advocates off equal suflrage, that women are quite as
much responsible for the present condjtion ot affairs as men,
and that they, as a body, will be the last to be convinced of
their duty in the matter of” good citizenship s so I am seriously
anxious to make converts to my faath from the young mothers,
rather than from any other elass. 1 know, of course, that the
power of reculating suffrage now lies wholly with men; that
not a -~|nrr!+.= vote can be given, save by them; but I know as
well that the minds of all lmm.-t, carnest thinkers among them
are turned to this subject, and that they are inclined to give it
a candid hearine: and I am convineed that the ndiflerence,
not to suy opposition, of their wives, mothers, and sisters, stands
in the way of their coming to a right solution of the problem
before them, beyond anything and all things else.

I beg you, therctore, to give my argument so far a candid
consideration, and let me hear from you i reply.

I am always your affectionate
MoTiER.
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11
My Dearn Davenren:

You =av to me, in reply to my last, that the ease, for the
present awd the future, does look very much as I have stated it,
but that the whole past history of woman seems to contradict
the idea that <he was intended by God to take that place in the
management of atlairs which reason and common-scns¢ now
sugeest 3 at least, that vour mind demands some solution of the
problem of her nonentity during past ages, Lefore you can step
resolutely forward in the newer way now pointed out to her.

To this I reply, that it 13 true, certainly, that women have
been not only ercatly dependent upon wmen during all these
years, but subject to them, and In nowise the master-minds ot
the world, so Jur as appears s but it 13 ditlicult to see how this
could have been otherwise during a period of physical saprems-
acy. Considering the dizabilities she was under, by reason of
the pains and cares ineid-nt to her motherhood, it is not sur-
prizing that =he should call for protection, in days of violence,
and that inan should best express his regard tfor her by as=um-
mg the oflice of protector. It he had bv{,n a perfe ¢t man, he
would have aceepted and used this oflice as a privilege, rather
than a richt, and have seen to it that these mothers were well
caved fory in every respeet, while abiding in thelr nests, just as
the father-bird, with cheerful azsiduity, 1inisters to his mate
during her periods of continement and seclusion from the leafy
world.  And since these human mothers louel mental needs as
well as physical, the fathers, had they been the perfeet men we
have supposed, would have broucht to them all the means of
culture that came to themselves, and cheerfully hared with
them their soul’s food as well as their erust of uh" breads and
by deorees this ealture would have taught women that theee
were many ways by which they themselves could add to the
tamily wenlth, without neglecting in the least any family daty.
The two thus hrought together as partmers and fellow-workers,
as well as pavens, would have had a commaon motive for nml-..-
i]lj_" the most jtlwlii'inll:-} E:’ilu-miimt':_‘ of thenr united f_’:l:hiﬁ tor tho
comtort oi’ the whole houschold.  Dut these men were not only
naperieet themselves, but they ministered to equally imperteet
womren g amd while theyo by reason of their strong arms aid
broad us=e¢ of the workld at iil*I'L, were tempted to ]JLU]IIIL" head-
strong and domineering, their wives and mothers were equally
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10 A MOTHER'S LETTERS TO A DAUGIHTER

tempted to make their need of proteetion a ground for unthink-
g dependencee ; and =ince the acquisition of knowledge required
serious exertion, and man was best pleased with woman without
it, she casily surrendered to him the fresh springs of knowledge
‘nhuh his industr y was trom time to time discovering.

This is a dark picture for woman, certainly, and unatiractive:
because we all instinetively .ulnuu., strength, wherever we find
it—whether in a strong right-arm or an active brain. The
conqueror has usually carried the day over the conquered, in
all past history, let the virtues of the vanquished be what they
may. DBut there are several modifications of the above picture,
which are generally overlooked, and which go far toward re-
storing our respect for these apparently fecble creatures, who
geem to have resigned both their bodies and their souls to the
control of man. In the first place, they have had no written
history as yet; the tI'HI]’ll}L‘I being in the hands of man, he has

naturs l.“j. mmurrh used it 1o sound his own conquests; and these
have filicd the pages of history.  To the eye of God and over-
watching angels, no doubt, there has ever been a supplemental
page to these many-volumed records; and therein are noted
heart-triumphs and victories of spirit among women, which rank
them high among the great ones ot the earth, and make them
mates indeed of their wedded ones, however exalted 1n name
or station. And by rea-on of this moral growth, gained through
sorrow and submission, they have .'Ii‘:"l“}' made greater intellect-

ual progress than is at first apparent ; since the activities of the
heart not only lead the way to knowledge, but are, to some extent,
knowledge itself. Many a poor slave has found his way to a
deeper 1:1*«1#]11: of God’s own truths than his most mstructed
master ; aml these are the high things, which to Lunow s life
eternal ; and we have the assurance of' one of the wizest men
of ancient times, that * the fear of the Lord is the begining ot
wisdom.”

And, once more. this servitude has not, after all, been so
complete and so debasing as at first sight might appear; be-
cause these women have been, all along, the mothers of these
men, and their péwer over them, through their mutual affections,
and quite azide from that of endowment, has been very great
and very elevating to both parties. . This power of motherhood
has not been suflicient, as we have seen, to stem the tide of
man’s scltishness, and compel him to share his advantages with
woman, whose dizabilities of body have prevented her E{'{‘]xltlg
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ON WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 11

them for her=elf; nor to save him from a love of domination,
that brought to him as great injury as to her; but it has always
been a real power, nevertheless ;5 and when the true lu.—~tm_'|.-'
of mankind lies betore our eyves, cither in this world or the next,
we shall reeognize it as the great civilizer ot the human race—
the divinest ageney, indeed, by which 1t has been prescerved
from utter destruction.  All this is dimly foreshadowed in that
solemn word of propheey, uttered in the infuney of a race to
whom =in was an experiment and its eurse a blessing in disguise.
“Cursed be the ground for Ih} suke, O man—in the sweat of
thy brow =halt thou eat bread.” & Thy desire shall be unto thy
imuhcuul O woman, and he shall rule over thee”  What are
these but epitomized history, as it lay spread out before ITim
with whom there is neither beginning nor ending, and whose
great heart of love had already conceived that grand restoration
implicd in the bruising of the serpent’s head by * the seed of
the woman?”

Toil to man and subjection to woman: bhitter expericnees
these—ecurses truly, but regenerative, nevertheless; and at last
a Deliverer, the Son of a Virgin Mother, whose exulting sony,
« From heneeforth all nations shall eall me blessed,” was but a
vibration of the chord touched in Paradise itself.

Welcome, then, blessed privilege of motherhiood, with all thy
an suizh, care, and =orrow; in thee, at last, lies the purification
ot our race, and abundant compensation for ages of sutlering
and subjection and an unwritten history; not only because of
thy Son, *who tuketh away the sins of the world,” but because
ot thine own innermost power ot =ympathy by which thou sub-
duest all hearts to thyveelt.  Let no man fear, then, to trust to
woman the guidance ot her own life in all the ages to come.
He who L*umlr-uvn led to be born of hLer, knew w ¢ll the sanc-
tuary ot her heart, wrought by His own word of power, and
mto which Ile alzo mus=t enter, and that it would be to 113 hu-
man nature, as to all the race of man, the Ioly of 1lolies, out
of which sanetitying influences must fmm er flow. Accordingly,
we find that the thld Jesus, while *inereasing in wisdom and
stature and in favor with God and man,” was still subject unto
his parents, and that his anxious but reverent mother = kept all
his sayings, and pondered them in her heart,”—wherein she
but led the way by which all mothers, in all times, may hope
to come to the ln.lluhll_l.ltft, of all ttuth, both that '-.thl-;h pertains
to this life and al-o to tlmt which iz to come.
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IFollowing, then, the history of Christian eivilization, which,
by every almn ing, had 1ts lu:wmmn"' in the advent of our Lord,
insomuch that the Venars themselves ave called by s name, I
come to this conclusion: that a national government, whose
legislative and excceuative functions are p{lﬁ:rl]m-ul Ly men alone,
has not yet fully emerged from the barbarizm of ancient times,
and has before it a work of regeneration as serious as any Il.tu;
has marked its progress sinee the oreanization of nationalitics.

Let me illustrate.  FFamilies gov ‘erned by fathers alone, or
mothers alone, are less likely to be well governed than tho-e
where their joiut authority controls.  Boys need the mental
and moral influence of Inut]mrn and girls ot fathers, that their
respective natures may be dev &Igpul to a full and harmonious
completeness.  Just so a nation needs a governing power which
shall represent the thought and feeling of both men and women ;
and the same intelicities must attend a national government by
one sex alone, that would attend such a family government. 13
it not after the slow but sure fashion of the family, that God is
training the world to a richt understanding of true national
glory ‘md happiiess? € hvisti: ity first introduced to man the
doctrine of individual fiberfy and individunl responsibelity ; and
the two are indi=solubly connected ; so that a woman who has
come to desire the fullest freedom of thought and action for Lier-
self, must, whether she will or not, aceept the divinely-appointed
and correlative responsibilities of a free moral agent; and no
man can attempt to lnnit her activities in any direetion, without
assuming a prerozative of Deity itself. » What God hath joined
together, let not man put asunder.”

How vital and integral a part of early Christian teaching
this idea of lrunmml trecdom was, is !{-m;u'l\clhh illustrated to
Iy mind by the direet results of it, In *mluhutatmﬂ the condi-
tion of women during these eighteen hundred years now past.
Missionarics in heathen luula are never weary of culling upon
the women of ull Christian countries to rejoice over their eman-
cipation from bondage, and arve full of narrations of the degrad-
ing customs still prevailing among the peoples they are tryving
to christianize.  Dut every step in this onward way has been
one of hesitation on the part of woman, and the suliject of ridi-
cule and opposition on the part of man; and 1 now suppose
that this sense of modesty, which is to keep a woman from going
to the polls, or performing any public duty, is the same thing
that led her to shrink from appearing unvelled in the presence
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ON WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 13

of any man save her own lord and master, in the sanetuary of
his harem!  But the vears will be few now before she <hull
have learned wiser dizeriminations and come to more ennobling
judgments.

It is not, however, by reason of her virtues alone that woman
should desire to take part in political government: she is a
wrong-doer s well as man sy there are few erimes which she
may and does not commit; and by every principle of jl['[il.'l‘
and right feeling she ought to be (ricd by her peers—by a jury,
one-half of whom shall be of her own sex ; and I have no hesi-
tation in aflirming that our court-rooms will find themselves hon-
oved rather thaun di~zraced by the presence of women there, m
the character of judzes, counsel, and jurors, o long as women
are liable to be broazht there as culprits and litigants, or even
as witneszes.  Indeed, it 13 one of my chiet hopes for the tuture
that the day will come when men will choose to associate with
themselves, in the performance of all the more perilous duties
that have heretotore been assigned to them alone, ther wives
and mothers, who, by nature, are less tempted than themselves
to serious detections from virtue. Lo mothers as well as fathers
should be intrusted the management of those numberless cases
of wronz-doine which eall for moral legislation and pmmih
and Imthll‘t" will do more to hasten the -:Lw of moral purity than
a general conviction that boys and youne men should be taught
to avoid as caretully sizhts and sounds of contamination as the'r
voung sisters. and that Il]ULlith} 15 by no means an exelusively
feminine virtue.

Once more you say to me that there does seem to he some
force in the assertion, that it women would vote they <hould
also fight; and I reply, one more, that in nothing is the domin-
ance of the phy=ical over the mental more shown than by that
very argument, which, as you say, is usually the first that comes
from the lips ot all young men.  And the foree of it iz this:
one of the chief duties of man. and of governments made by
men. is war-making—all thinzs would eo to ruin it that were
not attended to; therefore women, who are not fichters by na-
ture, hould not aspire to government.  No doubt this has heen
the ease hitherto, and theretore women have been. of necessitv,
less influential in upholding the hands of sovernment than they
are preparing to be in the future ; heeause this power of foree
15 rapidly giving way to the power of the spirit, wherein all
have ever been equal before God, and are destined so to be-
come in the sight and judegment of man.
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But the true answer to those who think that a government has
a right to withhold suffrage from women because thev are not
inclined to be soldiers, is this, that the duties belongiug to the
citizen are many and various, and should be required and ful-
filled according to his or her superior capacity for the one or
the other; and as certain classes of men are considered more
valuable to the community in the eapacity ot clergymen, physi-
ciuns, judges, etc., than in that of soldiers, and others are con-
sidered incapable of military duty by reason of age or infirmity,
so, 1f the whole class of women are really thus dizabled, or are
needed in other eapueities, the State is no sufferer by such ap-
portionment, but shows its wisdom the rather by calling upon
each child of the state to serve wherever he is most valuable.

It 1s to be =ail, morcover, that in the-e days of humanity, the
sanitary department of war-making is scarcely less imjportant
than the fighting; and there can be no poszible objection to
committing the practical management of this to woman. Indeed,
this has been done during our late war; and few would uree
that she should not be entranchised because of any failure in
the performance of the very arduous duties there committed to
her.

I seem to see much farther than this, however, and am pre-
pared to sayv, that the day of unjust wars will never cease until
women have a volee in deelding when war shall be undertaken
and for what eanse. It is 2 monstrous mistake to suppo=¢ that
the burdens of men as soldiers will be mereased when such
power of decision has been placed in their hands. ]‘:".'l_'l:;.' one
of these women iz danghter of some father, to say the least, and
has, pretty <urcly, husband, brother, or lover, besides, to whom
the call may come to arm himself for deadly fight ; and this eall
brings ereater ancuizh to her than to the hero who girds him-
self for battle.  We all know how much easier it 15 to endure
pain and cncounter danger for oursclves alone, than to sit down
quietly and sec one, to whom our hearts cleave, going out into
the darkness alone; and one of two things will certainly happen
in the days to come in this land—cither wars will be fewer, o
women will‘insist on sharing the dangers and privations of them
more than ever they have done before, with those they love.

If vou should sugwest that many most unjust wars have had
the sympathy of woman, and have even been greatly sustained
by her, I reply that, upon examination, it will be found, I think,
that in all these cases there was great ignorance of the true
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state of public affairs among the women, such as could never
have existed had they been responsible law-makers themselves,
or practically interested in questions pertaining to governmeit
and the gencral welture of the State. Without some such stin-
ulus and eduecation as this implies, they have been, and must for-
ever be, so far as I can see, childven of passcon rather than ot
reason, and the appeal to arms will always strike such minds
with less of dread and more of welcome than any other; just as
uncultured nations have always rushed eazerly to battle, and
disdained any other arbitrament than that of the sword. It is
one of the boasts of modern eivilization that wars are becoming
less frequent under the influence of education and mereased in-
tellizence ; and we read of the period when swords shall be
beaten into plough<hares and spears mto pruning-hooks, with
the accompanying conviction that it is the enlightened mind of
universal man, led by the Spirit of God, whieh is to usher in
that glorious day.

But you will not, I trust, my child, conclude from all that I
have =aul, that it 1s my opinlon that when the right ot sufiraze
is granted to women there will be an end to political troubles.
So far from this being the ease, I look with anxicty to the im-
mediate results of such an experiment, and have only hope n
the long tuture.  And my hope is based on moral grounds
purely, viz., the, to me, immutable doctrine, that personal re-
sponsibility is the best educatory scheme that God himselt has
been able to devise for erring man.  Starting with this, and
allowing, as I think we must, that women constitute a large
branch of the human fumily, I urge that they should be put
upon thu I‘Ehi]ﬂll:«lljillhw any where and everywhere that hu-
man activities come in; and I see no place where a limitation
could be made without relievi ing them |'.I-‘I|. <0 much of an t}hh-f'l,-
tion that theyv owe to thunhf_lw- their tamilies, and their {mxi

Look at the popular objection, that if women were voters
this moment, the state of parties would remain the same, the
numbers 1 them only being doubled.  This mizht be <o at first,
perhaps, but soon that party most nearly representing jus-
tice and morality would certainly be the casmer. Dut sup-
pose it were not so. What I aflirm is, that both parties and
all parties, when made up of active men and women, will rep-
resent a higher grade of thought, fecling, and action than they
now do. Granted that the men and women of a fumily will
always vote alike, now and forever: the men will not vote pre-
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cizely as they would have done had there not been an intelii-
FOTIL iIthllh'*'HI] of the L e 1]111_%- Of Irulltu al and mor:al Ceonomy
1 the i lunllj. 3ol Ihun_h:, we Lhave made the great j_uun nl
which I speak.

It you =av, let the women (nfluence the men in the right way
and by the methods sugeested, without actually becoming voters
themselves, 1 reply. vou call upon them to perform an impossi-
bility.  No human being ever goes thoughtfully, earnestly, into
any investigation. out of which there is not to come cither «
pleasure or @ dety.  Look at men themselves, in this country
where the whole burden of government has lain upon them for
near one hundred xLa:m—;m:I of =uch a government. so tounded,
o maintained, and of <uch overwheln’ ng Importance to the iu-
terests of mankind—and how many of them are able to per-
stade  themsclves to Cive, O an av crage, one tl.l}' i a month
to the study of’ the principles of government, or even to active
politieal dutie=?  Not only <o, but I have noticed, durine the
late war, when onr election-davs have secemed to me, at times,
like judgment-days themscelves, the fate ot a nation haneing in
thie balance, as it were, that good and honest and well-meanines
men went about their business with o cahin forvetfulness that
was enough to muke one’s blood boil 5 aud were only I season
[0 [h'np @ hallot lJ:r’ virtue of the alertness of some more eanne-t
brother. What I say, then, is this: if a man, who knows that
the sole n--|mu-1h:1:rx for active work rests upen him, cannot
bring him=elt to much study of }u;luu s, O even to i remen-
branee of his most obvious dutics as a voter, how can you ex-
pret a woman, who has wothing whatever to do with polities, to
keep herselt posted on publie atinirs, and full ot intellicent opin-
wns upon them, simply beeause she may possibly have some
itluence over this absorbed and very indifferent man?  But let
her once understand that, when election-day comes, =she has
to drop a ballot, for this cau=c¢ or that, and this man or that,
and she will at least a-k ~ome questions of father, husband, or
brother, which he may find it diflicult to answer 3 and =o they
(I HAY both be ]nH on the =careh tor the truath. 1t ]n' this s ]«:iu"‘
aiumh dizcussion may be ~thrred and family dizsen<ion, even,
introduced, God be thanked 3 for out of this mity come o purii-
ation of’ this toul mire of polities, of which we hear 2o much,
and which is driving from the field of action so muny of our
best men. I came not to =end pi_'m'e,“ saud our ﬁlu:—i[ul', Lt
a sword;” and there never was a great moral advance made by
any less incisive method since the world began.
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You will pereeive that all my hope, thus far, has been predi-
cated upon the mere fuet that a sense of individual responsibility
will beget thoughtfulness and compari=on of views; but 1 wish
to add, that women will bring into polities, it =ecems to me. a
certain L:{[mriua ¢ of their own, which 15 fundamental in the
art of governing, viz., a habit of calewlating possibilities tn the
management of “human beings. Every young mother star ts, 1
suppose, with the determination that Jer children shall never do
this and that thing which she has seen other ehildren do, and
that they shall certainly be made to walk in ways that do not
scem to be followed very generally in the families of her ac-
quaintance.  DBuot by-and- lny she finds, to her dismay, that =he
has to deal, not so much with a little plastic boy, as with lis
grand-futher before him, whose image he bears, amd whose
resolute will, not a whit abated by reason of =kipping a whole
qLuLmtmm continually thwarts her most wise and motherly de-
sionz.  And leaving all ancestors out of the question, she finds
herself brousht face to face, day by day, with this everlasting
problem, * Huw and how much shall T try to govern my chil-
dren, and when may I safely let them alone, and leave nature
and outside influences to work upon them?”  Now, so far as 1
can see, this is the first question that a politician (I use the
word, of course, in its primary and legitimate sense) must decide
before he ean take an intelligent part in the management of
public atlairs.  National government, like that of the tamily, is
a question of possibilities, of adaptation of means to ends, taking
into account the inexorable law of free-agency and the selfi-h
tendencies of our race. ‘

Sometimes we see a father wize and  thoughtful, and full of
expedients in the management of children and servants—more
often a mother; and blessed is that £ unily, indeed, where both
parents are thus given to the well-being of  their 1‘.huh, house-
hold. DBut a nation is made up of grown boys and girls, of
masters, mistresscs, and servant=. ot just such material, in <hort,
as makes up a houschold ; and I am unable to sce how it ean
afford to commit its highest interests to the wisdom and faiih-
fulness of either =ex alone.

You will perceive, by this, that T am not in the least of the
opinion that it women alone bore the responsibilities of govern-
ment, there would be greater taithfulness or higher patriotism
than now; but rather that each sex needs the stimulus of the
other to the right performance of every duty; and that such
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duties are far less likely to beeome burdens when shared, both
in preparation and performanee, by one’s nearest and most con-
genial friends,

You will notice, also, that I am far more impressed with a
sense of o woman's duty, in this matter, than of’ her vights
merely,  One may patiently suffer injustice, up to a certain
puint, and only make steady gain in moral purity thereby. This
is truc of a people as well as of an individual 3 but a period
always arrives at last wherein quict submission becomes pusil-
lanimity, and the duty of resistance, by pen or sword, becomes
manitest.  Years ago I began to give this subject the gravest
consideration ; but the fundamental and inherent difficulties of
it, involving, as it does, more practically than theology itself
perhiaps, an investigation of the whole nature of man, of his re-
lations to God, and of his own great future, have kept me silent 5
and, like Mary of old, I lave simply pondered these things in
my heart. I have even gone o far as to doubt the wisdem of
tho=e¢ pioncer women of this country who, eighteen years ago
(which was about the time when my convietions of nghi were
settled, but thosc¢ of duty yct in embryo), began to speak and
write upon the subject; and not long since 1 ventured to lLiLr
to Mr. Stuart Mill's luluumhk. speech on * Suffr: age for Woman,
as evidence that the progress of the age,in the discussion of the
principles of individual liberty, would have brought about the
desired result without much intervention on the part of women
themselves.  But to my astonishment, I will coutes:, I have
lately found that Afrs. Stuart Mill was the author ot the first
tract on this subject ever published in England, and that her
Lhu<band acknowledges himsclt greatly indebted to her h"ulrr
ship in this matter, as in nearly every other cffort of his lite. X
fUlllIlL also, that she was mov ed to the writing of that most re-
markable essay by the accounts which she received from this
country, in the columns ot the New York Tribune for October
29, 1850, of an oruanized effort here in favor of suffi age, irre-
spective of sex. Until vou have read this tract, which is repub-
Iished by the Equal Eu""ht-a Association of New York City, vou
can have but little idea of the truthfulness of Mr. Mill’s tribute
to his wife, in the dedication to her of his magnificent essay
“On Liberty.”  Lest you should fail to sce this dedication, let
me copy it for you here:

To the beloved and deplored memory of her who was the inspirer, and,
in part, the author of all that is best in my writings—the friend and ‘-'i'lili.-,
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whose exalted sense of truth and right was my strongest incitement, and
whuose appruh.ltmu was my chief re ward—I dedicate this volume.
Like all that I have wr |ltL1|. for many years, it belongs as much to her
as to me ; but the work as it stands has had, in a very insuticient desree,
the inestinable advantagze of her revision ; some of the most important
portions hav ing boen reserved for o muu, carciul re-examination, which
they are now destined never to receive.
Were I but capable of interpreting to the world one half the great
thoughts and noble feelings which are buried in her grave, 1 should be the
mmlntm of a wreater }unLnt to it than is ever likely to arise front anvihing

that 1 can write, unprompted and unassisted by her all but unrivalled
wisdon,

A more comprehensive. logieal, and unanswerable argument
than hers was never made on any subject, so far as I know;
and if I could only persuade all men and women to read it with
anything like impartiality, I should consider all turther argu-
ment unnecessary, and should only propo=e¢ that we resolve our-
selves, one and ally Into a comnmuttee ot ways and means, to de-
vise expedicnts for carrying out this new "u'-}}ll of individual
respon<ibility. I trust vou will read all these essays for your-
self, and think and act for yourselt'; and, so far as thesc pioneer
women of our country have enunciated great truths, let us thank
them in our hearts and fraternize them in our lives, while, at
the same time, we admit the oceasional mistaken and infelicit-
ous methods by which they have sought to gain the attention
of an unwilling public. All human progress, so far, has been
marked by hum 1 1|n}u‘1*i'1:u,tmt1 in the great organizers of retormyg
and I greatly fear that the immediate future will fare no better
than th{: past in this respeet. Theretore it becomes us, one and
all, to take by the hand every honest worker in the vineyard,
whether we quite approve his system of culture or not.

The question of what is suitable education and work for
woman, grows inevitably out of your first question, and my ideas
on this are perhaps sufliciently indicated by my general course
of thought. 1 can =ee no reason for closing any avenue of
thougzht, studv. or action to her, and every reazon in the world
why she should be not un]y [mrmltted but encourazed to ad-
dress herselt to any pursuit which commends it=clt’ to her judge-
ment and taste. That every young woman should limit her
expectation of happiness and her ideas of duty by her possible
witehood amd mwotherhood, is as absurd as that 2 young man
should limit himselt after the same fashion, especially since the
duties of a citizen, when far more faithiully performed than
they now are by a majority of men, are neither engrossing nor
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exhaustive, At the same time, should she be ealled, in her
happy maturity, to this blessed privilege, she will, by a previous
lite of independent thought and action, under the guidance of
wise parcents, perhaps, have  prepared herselt for the perform-
ance of those matronly duties, than which none require more
wizdom and culiure.  There is no training, cither mental,
moral, or phys=ical, which is good for a Loy, that i3 not. with
some slight moditications, good for a girl also; and it is beeanse
oirls, in accordance with a true spirvit of progress, have been
ivited to a hivher mental culture, while still under old-tmie
limitations as to physical exercise, out-door sports, and games,
that they seem in some cases to break down under hard study.
So lomg as boys and girls, in onr country schools, are considered
young cnough to play ad romp together in the open air, they
are cqually uninjured by studious application ; it is only when
the exactions of young ladyhood come in, that there is evidence
of over-brainwork ; and the comparative frequeney of this is
much exareerated, I think. There are many district =chools
and high schools of our cities where the average scholarship
and the average healih is as high among the girls as among the
boys.

And as to laborious occupations : it seems desirable, certainly,
that men =hould reserve these for themselves, and that women
should be relieved ot them, so far as they make exeeszive de-
mand upon boune and muscle,  Children born of’ overworked
mothers are linble to be a dwarfed and puny race. 1 am in-
clined to think, however, that their chanees are better than
those of the children of inactive, dependent, indolent mothers,
who have neither brain nor muscle to transmit to cither son or
dauchter.  The truth scems to be, that exce==ive Iabor, with
cither body or mind. 1s alike injurious to both man and woman ;
and hoerein lies the sting of that old curse. It sweat of’ the brow
had been the best possible thing for primitive man, and pain
and subjection the best thing for woman, thoze memorable words
would never have bheen the sad ones they were in the day of
their utterance.  And now, the one thing that we may hope to
do, each in our small way, is to abate that untfriendliness of selt-
ishness, out of which Las come this worldful of toil, privation,
and =uffering.

That men are to become less thoughtful toward women, less
considerate of their real needs, and undemonstrative in ways of
eallantry, when these have become more thoughtful of their
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country and active in labors on her behalf, or in behalf of any
independent and honorable calling, is not a thing to be feared
for a moment. It hus froequently happened that men, whose
tastes and habits and wayvs of thinking have drawn them toward
each other, have fallen into most congenial friendships.  This
is true of women also; and nothing is more beautiful in life
than such friendships, nor more tender than the manitestations
flowing from them.  IHow is it possible, then, that all gentle
graces “will depart from either sex, when each is at hhtnv to
pursue its laborious work of sclf- {lt:u_ln;:nmcnt after the ]er
most agreeable to itzelt” and mozt in harmony with the designs
of nature? In my judement, the day is close at hand when
pure friendships between the sexes will be far more possible
and fr equent than they now are. T'his will be brought about
in various ways, of which the equal enjoyment of p{m]mml priv-
ileges will be one; but the chictest will be the associating the
sexes in all edueational insttutions, so that tastes and Inﬂdt"."a of
thought and action will be similar, and on the broadest scale
possible to human beingz.  There is no reason in nature why
boys and girls should be traincd together in the family and in
primary -{:|1l‘.l{rl- up to . certain age, and ever after kept sedu-
lously apart in colleges, seminaries, and =cientific schools, and
the like. They need cach other just as truly in the one case as
in the other; in fact, there is no period when young people so
much need to be closely associated as during that Ii:bl',h:*ﬁ, curi-
ous, eager one, when the instinets of manhood and womanhood
are first awakening, and young hearts are irresistibly drawn to
each other by that most subtle and dehieate passion which is
altogether more primeval than any other known to man. Noth-
ing seems to be more tending to barbarism than the cutting this
fine chord ot civilization, by which every boy and girl is in-
stinctively drawn to the practice of those gentle amenities which
have gone far to make mother-earth tolerable to us, ever since
wrong-doing called forth from her bosom the thorns and thistles
we all so much dread.

It is not necessary, of course, that homes for students of both
sexes should always be provided within the college buildings ;
though that experiment has been found to work admirably in
several Institutions of decided exeellence in this country. In
every university town there will grow up private homes, where
students can secure such comforts and luxuries as their respect-
ive means will warrant. And what a hopeful method of stim-
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ulating a young man to the maintenance of gentlemanly habits,
it only his sister might accompany him to the lecture-room as a
fellow-pupil, or should he uniformly meet there young ladies
of intelligence and culture of his own social standing.  What a
blessed exchange, too, for old-time conviv mlltwb, the social
gatherings over “which these young ladies might preside, adding
to them dignity, piquancey, and grace, and taking from them
only those unwarrantable excesses which none should fear to
loze.

It 1s to be considered, morcover, in favor of this plan, that
no institution of large range and well endowed 1n every depart-
ment, can be maintained except at great cost to the State or to
private benefactors, or to both; and it would be inconvenient,
not to say impossible, to provide such institutions in abundance
for women alone. Those that have grown with the centuries
are full ot enriching memories and tender associations, such as
daughters can appreciate and enjoy, no less than sons ; and why
should Alma Mater close her doors to any hungry child? Surely,
her heart 15 large enough for all!

You remember the testimony of Dr. D , years ago, to the
beneficent influence, upon the medical students of his class in
Demonstrative Anatomy, of Miss B , who, having been de-
nied, everywhere else, opportunities of perfecting her medical
education, was received by him to this most delicate branch, on
his cole responsibility. I shall never forget his tribute to her,
and to the young men, her fellow- EtuﬂEnts, who gave no sign,
throughout the whole course, by jest or mnuendﬂ, that there
was a woman in the room, and recognized her presence only by
uncommon quietness and gentlemanly behavior. My own mind
settled then upon the conclusion that there was no possible ac-
tivity which did not belong to a woman as well as to a man, if
she felt called to exercise it. The personal call is the one thing
to be sure of, it seems to me, and results will take care of them-
selves.

As to the fact that low and uncducated women will be brought
into power by the ballot,as well as the really noble ones, I canonly
say that they need the education of personal responsibility quite as
much as any, and that they peculiarly need the profection n
their own households, which such power of equal choice would
furnish. No men come so near to being absolute domestic tyrents,
in these days, as the ignorant foreigners with whom our land
is filled, and who are the representatives of an old-time civiliza-

Harvard University - Collection Development Department. Widener Library. HCL / 003056433_HUL-METS




ON WOM.AN SUFFRAGE. 23

tion; and I can conceive no more effective way of erippling
their power over their own families than by putting a ballot in,
the hands of mothers and daushters, so long as it has been irre-
coverably given to fathers and sons. In fact, I have a cood
deal of hope that some time, in the cheerful future, our election
days may come to have the appearance ot our best holidays—
our Sundays even; and that every man, knowing that he 13
probably to accompany to the polls or meet there his mother,
wife, sister, or sweetheart in her best attive, will be driven to
wazh clean his own hands, and array himselt’ in his best also,
as is meet when all are going to the performauce of a duty as
sacred as any the world knows.

And lere is just my conception of my own interest and duty
in this matter. I have often felt that I might just as well have
called upon my husband to protess my allegiance to my Saviour
as to my country. 1lis heart and mine are as truly one in this
case as in the other, and my privilege to speak for myselt is as
dear to me in one case as in the other. In fact, so far as uniting
with the members of a particular chureh in maintaining the wor-
ship of GGod 1n the earth, and celebrating the ordinances ot re-
ligion is concerned, I have but little choice, comparatively,
where my lot may be cast.  Wherever faithful souls, believing
that love to God and man is the spring of all goodness and hap-
piness, seck to express their belief i eeremonial and worship,
there can I join with all my heart, whether the form of church
government suit me or not; but there is but one form of” gov-
ernment for nations that seems to me adapted to their highest
development; and 1 am deeply desirous to express my thought
and feeling on this subject, not only through my husband, but
with him, and long after he has gone to his rest, if so be 1 should
outlive him. And if I lLiad never been so fortunate as to meet
with this man of my choice, your beloved father, I feel that it
would have been still more a necessity to me to seal my devo-
tion to my country by a life of faithtul service in her behalf.

The idea that women are going to desert their babies and
their homes, and rush for political offices, the moment they be-
come responsible for a ballot, is simply preposterous. When
the Great Father desired to express the infinite depths of 1is
own faithfulness towards His human children, He found no bet-
ter words than the=e, * Can a woman forget her sucking child?”
and we may safely leave all her peramml matters, as He has
ever done, to her truly divine instincts. There is every reason
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to hope and believe that these will not only prevent her from
an unconscientious acceptance of offices whose duties she cannot
perform without sacrificing higher duties at howme, but that in
case of her acceptanee they will enable her to reculate both her
actions and specel tm.-mduur to the true standard of womanly
excellence.  That this is not an unreasonable hope appears {rom
the fact that, in the denomination of' Friends, there has been
always the most entire freedom as to publie speaking among
the women s and it frequently happens, I am told, that they
chicfly make public exhortations, and deliver the words of the
Spirit; yet who, among all women, have higher reputation tor
modesty, and gentleness of speech, and all womaunly virtues,
than these same Quaker ladies?

I cannot forbear noticing, too, the official responszibility put
upon women, in that venerable chureh, which is, in some sort,
the mother of us ull, and whose vitality has been a subjeet of
wonder and speculation up to the preseut moment. No less a
person than Lord Mucaulay has made the suggestion that the
Roman Church may have owed 1ts success Ltt'”Lij’ to the oppor-
tunities 1t has always opened to women, for honorable work and
the attainment of authoritative positions. In his review of
“ Ranke’s History of the Popes,” occurs the following passage,
which all Christian denominations would do well to ponder :

For female ageney there is a place in her system.  To devout women
she assiens spiritual functions, dienities, and maristracies.  In our coun-
try, it a noble Luly is moved by more than ﬂldlll.ll} zeal for the propaea-
tion of relizion, the clumee is that, though she may disapprove of no one
doctrine or ceremony ot the Established Chure h, she will end by giving
her mamie to a new schisimm,

1t a pious and benevolent woman enters the cells of a prison, to pray
with the most lm]m!nin and degraded of her own sex, she does so without
any authority from the Church.  No line of action is traced out for her;
and it is well it the Ordinary does not complain of her intrusion, and it
the Bishop does not shake his head at such irrezular benevolence. At
Rome, the Countess of Huntington would have a I'l we in the calendar as
St. Selina, and Mrs. Fry would be foundress and fivst Superior of the
Blessed Order of Sisters of the Gaols.

In fact, Christian churches everywhere should, it seems to
me, lead the way in this reform, as in all others, wheére the
moral clevation of mankind is lul'upu*ul And were not author-
ity and tradition wrrayed againzt it, they would hardly be so far
behind their privilege in this matter as they are.  Let us, then,
hope for increased grace and knowledge; and, just so far as
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they are able to make wise interpretations of Seripture, follow-
ing the spirit rather than the letter ot apostolie teaching, and
entering tully into the mind ot Christ in these matters, they
will come to an incrense of power and to the realization of that
old promise given to the prophet Joel, in the days of his seer-
<hip, 0 many years azo: » [ will pour out my Spirit upon all
flesh; and your ~ons and your daughters shall prophesy, vour
old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions
and also upon the =ervants and upon the bandmaids in those
days will I pour out my Spirit.”

Is it not the dutv, then, of the women of this day, as a part
of their contribution to hwman  progress, to maintain this doce-
trine of individual freedom and responsibility, even at some cost
to their personal comfort? At first glance this may seem to
imply a sreater sacritice of feeling than the case requires; but
you will agree with me when I say that nothing could be much
more trying to a woman of delicacy and sensibility than such
assertions of herself as are commonly stigmatized as nnmodest,
unteminine, unnatural, and the like; especially it she be the
mother of sensitve children, on whom the recoil of rebuke may
fall so heavily as to more than double her own pain.  And does
not this become the best of reasons why men should prepare
the way tor her in these matters, rather than call upon her to
make a way for herzelf?  Of course they must do this, ~o fur
as mere legizlation is concerned, they only having the power:
but in all departments of life, how easily can they invite her
companionship, without incurring any loss or bringing any odium
to themselves; whereas, she must suffer in various ways, it left
to claim and contend alone for her rights and privileges, as a
free, responsible being, owing, like man, allegiance to God and
her own conscienee alone. It is on this account that I would
call upon man. rather than because he seems to me to be pre-
eminently a wrong-doer, or even the wilful cause of his own
present acknowledged supremacy.

There are many important considerations affecting this zub-
ject practically, which I should be glad to present to you; but
these must wait your leisure and mine. Meantime, I sub-
scribe myself, once more, Your affectionate

MoTHER.
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